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Foreword

Greetings from SturNet

As we move through 2026, we would like to thank all our partners, supporters, and

network members for their continued commitment to sturgeon conservation across

the Black Sea Basin.

The first half of the year has brought valuable opportunities for collaboration,

knowledge exchange, and progress towards our shared goals.

We look forward to building on these achievements in the months ahead and working

together to advance conservation efforts throughout the region.

Warm regards,  

SturNet Team

SturNet Endorses Misson Oceans and Water

As 2026 reaches its halfway point, SturNet continues to uphold its endorsement of

the Mission Ocean and Waters Charter through a strong focus on open science,

collaboration, and evidence-based knowledge sharing.

Guided by the FAIR principles, the project works to ensure that its research outputs

remain findable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable for environmental,

regulatory, scientific, and commercial stakeholders.

This reflects SturNet’s continued commitment to cross-border cooperation across

Bulgaria, Greece, Moldova, Romania, Ukraine, and Türkiye, supporting the

protection and sustainable management of marine and freshwater ecosystems.

Learn more

Greece Hosts National Raising Awareness Event for Sturgeon Conservation

On 17 June 2026, the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki successfully hosted the

Greek National Raising Awareness Event under the SturNet project, bringing

together researchers, academics, students and environmental stakeholders to

discuss the future of sturgeon conservation in the Black Sea Basin.

The programme featured eight expert presentations exploring the ecological

importance of sturgeons, biodiversity conservation, breeding and reproduction, as

well as the project's objectives, expected results and the contribution of the Interreg

NEXT Black Sea Basin Programme. Participants also had the opportunity to

exchange knowledge and highlight the value of cross-border cooperation in

protecting one of Europe's most endangered fish species.

The event marked another important milestone for SturNet, strengthening dialogue

between the scientific community and key stakeholders while raising awareness of

the urgent need to safeguard sturgeons and the Black Sea ecosystem for future

generations.

SturNet Strengthens Cooperation for Sturgeon Conservation in Bulgaria

An important step for sturgeon conservation in Bulgaria was marked with the signing

of a Memorandum of Cooperation between Burgas State University “Prof. Dr.

Asen Zlatarov” and the Foundation for Biodiversity Conservation in Bulgaria.

The agreement creates a framework for closer cooperation in research, monitoring,

data exchange, awareness raising and stakeholder engagement, with a focus on

aquatic ecosystems, biodiversity and the protection of endangered sturgeon species

in the Black Sea and Danube regions.

Through this partnership, the two organisations will work together to strengthen

scientific and institutional capacity and support practical actions for the long-term

conservation of sturgeon species.

Tracking Sturgeon Movements in Türkiye’s Sakarya River

As part of the SturNet project, Gebze Technical University is using acoustic

telemetry to study sturgeon movements and habitat use in Türkiye’s Sakarya River.

Following preliminary range tests, acoustic receivers were installed at strategic

locations along the river with support from local fishermen and residents. Ten

sturgeon were fitted with acoustic tags on 15 May 2026 and, after a carefully

monitored recovery period, were successfully released into the river on 8 June.

The data collected will help researchers better understand sturgeon migration routes,

identify important habitats and support more targeted conservation measures. This

activity represents an important step towards strengthening the protection and

sustainable management of endangered sturgeon populations across the Black Sea

Basin.

Read more

SturNet Network: Innovation and Education for Biodiversity

Conservation

As part of the project’s ongoing dissemination and networking activities, SturNet was

presented during the international seminar “Organization and Conduct of Training

Courses on Marine Pollution Management, including pollution caused by military

aggression,” held in Odesa, Ukraine.

The presentation provided an opportunity to outline the project’s objectives and its

contribution to the preservation of sturgeon species and the sustainability of the

Black Sea Basin ecosystem. Particular attention was given to the role of scientific

cooperation, environmental education, monitoring activities and innovative digital

tools in supporting long-term conservation efforts.

The participation of SturNet in the seminar further emphasized the importance of

coordinated regional action, knowledge exchange and stakeholder engagement in

addressing the interconnected challenges of biodiversity loss, marine pollution and

ecosystem resilience in the Black Sea Basin.

Learn more

SturNet strengthens cooperation with the “Afalina” Ecology

and Nature Center

   

Within the framework of the SturNet project, the Institute of Marine Biology, Ecology and

Evolution of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine signed a Memorandum of

Cooperation with the Odesa Ecological and Naturalistic Center “Afalina”.

The partnership aims to support environmental education, youth engagement and

awareness-raising activities related to sturgeon conservation and biodiversity protection in

the Black Sea Basin. This cooperation further expands the SturNet network by

strengthening the connection between science, education and local communities.

Learn more

SturNet Workshop in Constanta

On 7 April 2026, GeoEcoMar

organised the international awareness

and networking workshop “Building a

Transnational Network for Sturgeon

Conservation in the Black Sea

Basin” at the Constanța Casino,

Romania, within the Interreg NEXT

Black Sea Basin project SturNet.

The event brought together regional

stakeholders to support stronger

cooperation for the protection of

sturgeons and their habitats across the

Black Sea Basin and the Danube

region. Participants were introduced to

SturNet’s current progress, preliminary

results, web platform, mobile

application, and Digital Mapping Tool,

which supports habitat assessment

and decision-making through thematic

maps and GIS-based environmental

and biological data.

The workshop also included a

dedicated session on related

initiatives, including the Horizon

Europe MARBEFES  project,

highlighting wider efforts for marine

biodiversity, ecosystem functioning,

and ecosystem services.

Read more

    SturNet Presented at Agrotica 2026 in Thessaloniki    
From 12 to 15 March 2026, the SturNet project was presented at Agrotica 2026,

held at the International Trade Fair Centre in Thessaloniki, Greece.

Representatives of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki introduced visitors to the

project’s objectives and activities, including its research and initiatives aimed at

improving the monitoring and conservation of endangered sturgeon species in the

Black Sea Basin.

As one of Europe’s leading agricultural exhibitions, Agrotica provided an important

platform for sharing knowledge with researchers, institutions, businesses and the

wider public. SturNet’s participation contributed to raising awareness of sturgeon

conservation and strengthening cooperation among stakeholders working to protect

aquatic biodiversity.

Find out more

Rare Beluga Sturgeon Rescued and Released in the Danube Delta

A rare adult beluga sturgeon, estimated at 100 to 150 kg, was recently rescued from

fishing nets and safely released back into the Danube River in southern Ukraine. The

case is a positive example of cooperation between border authorities and local

fishermen, and it highlights the continued importance of the Danube as a key habitat

for endangered sturgeon species.

This news is highly relevant to the SturNet project, which works to support the

protection and conservation of sturgeon in the Black Sea Basin, including Huso huso

and Acipenser species.

Read more here

Upcoming presentation at the International Congress on

Applied Ichthyology, Oceanography & Aquatic Environment

The Aristotle University team will present new research outcomes from the SturNet

project at the International Congress on Applied Ichthyology, Oceanography &

Aquatic Environment, taking place on 5–8 November 2026 in Volos, Greece.

The presentation will showcase environmental DNA-based findings generated within

the project, with a focus on species detection, ecosystem dynamics and their

implications for sturgeon conservation in the Southern Black Sea Basin. This

upcoming participation will further support the visibility of SturNet’s scientific work

and its contribution to evidence-based biodiversity monitoring and aquatic

ecosystem protection.

Read more about the presentation

Thank you for reading the fifth issue of the SturNet newsletter. We invite you to continue

following the project’s progress as we work together to support sturgeon conservation,

biodiversity protection and the long-term sustainability of the Black Sea Basin ecosystem.
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