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Foreword

Dear readers,

Welcome to the third edition of the SturNet Network Newsletter, as we bid farewell to

a fantastic summer and look ahead to a new season of opportunities!

We hope you enjoy reading this issue and encourage you to stay tuned for our

upcoming updates!

Warm regards,  

SturNet Team

SturNet’s brand new website is online !

Our brand-new website now features a resource library where you can explore a

wealth of information and contribute your own resources to help our community

grow.

Click here

eDNA Monitoring Insights – May & June

Our recent eDNA analysis detected several organisms relevant to aquatic health and

sturgeon habitats. Mnemiopsis leidyi is an invasive comb jelly known to disrupt local

ecosystems by preying on zooplankton, which are vital food sources for juvenile fish,

including sturgeon. Potential detections of Saprolegnia spp., a water mold often

associated with fish diseases, and Trichodina sp., a parasite affecting fish gills,

suggest possible stressors impacting fish health in Sf. Gheorghe, Tuzla, and

Primorsko. The presence of Ichthyophthirius multifiliis, a common fish parasite,

further indicates challenges to juvenile fish survival.

These findings underscore how multiple biological stressors, combined with water

quality issues, may affect sturgeon reproduction and survival, emphasizing the

importance of continued monitoring to protect these endangered species.

While these invasive species have a documented local impact, it is important to note

that key marine invaders such as Mnemiopsis leidyi and Rapana venosa are currently

not listed in the EU’s Union list of invasive alien species (Regulation EU 2016/1141).

This gap highlights the urgent need for improved monitoring data to support robust

risk assessments and policy updates. Continued integration of eDNA monitoring with

conservation policy is essential to safeguard the Black Sea’s endangered species

and enhance regional ecosystem resilience.

Assessment of the ecological state of sturgeon populations in

the Ukrainian part of the lower Danube River basin

In July 2025, in the lower reaches of the Danube River (Vylkove

district), an analysis of the structure of 12 scientific and research catches

of driftnets and fry trawls was conducted at the Kiliya estuary and the

Solomon Branch of the Danube by experts from State Organization

"Institute of Market and Economic and Ecological Researches of the NAS

of Ukraine". The samples time was characterized by relatively low water

levels in the Kili River Delta of the Danube and, accordingly, low flow

rates. No mass run of juveniles of migratory sturgeon species was

observed during July. In total, 11 species of fish and two species of

crustaceans were recorded in the catches in July. During the

observations, by-catches of 17 juvenile sterlet (Acipenser ruthenus) and

4 juvenile stellate sturgeon (Acipenser stellatus) were recorded.

Training on Non-Invasive Sturgeon Monitoring in Bulgaria

As part of the SturNet project, a specialized training session was held in Varna,

facilitated by the team of the Protection of Biodiversity in Bulgaria Foundation. The

session was led by Prof. Dr.Ivaylo Sirakov, teaching aquaculture at Trakia University,

Bulgaria—an established expert in sustainable aquaculture and fish health

monitoring. He demonstrated non-invasive skin-mucus sampling techniques for

sturgeon bycatch, a method that minimizes stress and risk to the fish while yielding

valuable data.

The training took place aboard a fishing vessel, with active participation from

fishermen of the For Our Sеa Foundation- a SturNet network member organisation.

This collaboration between academia and local practitioners is essential for

advancing sturgeon conservation efforts in Bulgaria. The technique used is

recognized as a best practice by both the European Commission and GFCM.

The collected samples will be used to identify pathogenic microorganisms and

assess the overall health status of the species. These data are crucial for the

development of the SturNet model and underscore the strong cooperation among

key stakeholders.

New SturNet brochure

You can now learn more about our project thanks to this new online brochure we

released !

Click here

Permanent fishing ban on sturgeons in Bulgarian waters

On August 20, 2025, Bulgaria officially

launched a procedure for a

permanent ban on sturgeon fishing

in the Bulgarian waters of the Danube

River and the Black Sea. This historic

move marks a significant shift from the

previous temporary five-year bans.

The new order is a crucial step

towards the long-term protection of

these "living fossils," which are among

the most endangered fish species in

the world.

Click here

Upcoming Events: Sharing SturNet Results & Engaging Experts

 ETAGRO 2025 — Florina, Greece, 10-11 October 2025

SturNet partners will present a joint study on eDNA detection of the aquatic

parasite Trichodina spp. in the Black Sea and insights into sturgeon population

monitoring at the 18th International Conference of the Hellenic Association of

Agricultural Economists (ETAGRO 2025).

This is a great venue to discuss how molecular tools can support fish health and

biodiversity conservation.

https://etagro.gr/2025

 XIV International Scientific and Practical Conference "Revival of the

Maritime Economy as a Dominant of the Project of National Unification of

Ukraine"- Odesa, Ukraine, NEW DATES: 02-03 October 2025

Organized by the Institute of Market and Economic-Ecological Research of the NAS

of Ukraine together with several national and international partners, this conference

will explore development of research infrastructure and “blue growth” strategies,

post-war recovery and investment support for Ukraine’s maritime sectors and

strengthening the agro-industrial potential tied to coastal regions.

 Biotech4SUS 2025 — Kocaeli, Türkiye, 21-24 October 2025

At the 2nd International Congress on Biotechnology Solutions for Sustainability,

we are planning a satellite event on Sturgeon protection strategies, hosted by our

partners at Gebze Technical University. This will also serve as a platform to share

SturNet’s preliminary analyses and good practices across Black sea basin countries.

 We warmly invite researchers, practitioners, and policymakers interested in

sturgeon conservation, aquatic biotechnology, and blue economy topics to join us. If

you would like to participate or contribute as a speaker, please get in touch!
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